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10th Grade Summer Reading List 

Requirements: CP Students are assigned one book 
from this list. Honors Students are assigned The 
Great Gatsby and one book from the list. 

Choosing: On the following pages 
are descriptions of each book and 
links to reviews. These resources 
should help make a wise selection. 

Assessment: Students have 
participated in the process of 
generating this list of six titles. In 
the fall, students will help 
determine the one most beloved

10th grade summer reading book through their 
summer reading assessment. 

We hope your  book(s) will be part of a wonderful 
summer!



The Great Gatsby 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Nick Carraway spends a summer living in a cheap 
rental house surrounded by lavish mansions on 
Long Island in the 1920s. Among his neighbors are 
his beautiful cousin Daisy, her loutish husband 
Tom, and her former lover, Jay Gatsby, whose 
history and epic parties are fodder for gossip. Nick 
becomes caught up in the machinery of more than 
one romantic triangle as the summer begins to 
fade and Gatsby's orchestra stops playing.

Check out this review on commonsensemedia.org.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-great-gatsby


Challenger Deep  
by Neal Shusterman 
Fifteen-year-old Caden used to like going to school, 
hanging out with his parents and sister, and designing 
video games with his friends. But now he thinks 
someone at school wants to hurt him for reasons he 
can't explain. He walks the neighborhood for hours on 
end and experiences frightening, intrusive thoughts. 
After he's hospitalized, he struggles with the effects of 
the drugs he's given and tries to make connections with 
his fellow patients. Meanwhile, Caden daydreams about 
a mysterious ship where he's under the orders of an 
erratic, one-eyed captain and an overly talkative parrot. 
What are the connections between the ship and his 
medical predicament? And will he ever be able to leave 
them behind and return home to his family?

Check out this review on commonsensemedia.org.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/challenger-deep
https://youtu.be/u6uk18bKtpw


Written in the Stars  
by Aisha Saeed 
When Pakistani-American teen Naila lies to her parents 
so she can attend prom with her boyfriend, Saif, she has 
no idea of the high price she’ll pay for that deception. 
Shocked by their daughter’s disobedience, Naila's 
parents use a family trip to Pakistan as cover for their 
plan to force her into marriage with a man they will 
choose for her. At first, Nalia's excited by the adventure 
of her first trip to Pakistan and meeting her father's 
large extended family, but as their return to the United 
States is constantly postponed, she grows suspicious of 
her parents’ motives. When her cousin, Selma, reveals 
her parents have found a husband for her and are 
planning a wedding, Naila uses the cell phone Saif gave 
her and secretly calls him for help.

Check out this review on commonsensemedia.org.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/written-in-the-stars


The Rock and the River  
by Kekla Magoon 

In 1968 Chicago, it’s not easy for thirteen-year-old Sam 
to be the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs. 
Especially when his older brother, Stick, starts keeping 
to himself. Then, one day, Sam finds something under 
Stick’s bed that changes everything: literature about the 
Black Panthers. Suddenly, nothing feels certain anymore. 
And when Dr. King is shot and killed, Sam’s father’s 
words are no longer enough to make him believe in 
change….This moving, coming-of-age story gracefully 
encompasses the scope of the struggle between the civil 
rights and black power movements through an intimate 
and relatable lens.

Check out this review on kirkusreviews.com

 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/kekla-magoon/the-rock-and-the-river/
https://youtu.be/V0F0TUFaOgU


The Impossible Knife of Memory  
by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Hayley tries to prop up her father, an Army veteran 
wounded both physically and emotionally. But now that 
they've returned to live in his late mother's house, his 
problems only seem to grow worse -- he gets into fights, 
is fired from a string of jobs, and even intimidates 
Hayley's boyfriend. Hayley constantly monitors her dad, 
but the daily burden of figuring out how to act around 
him and checking to see whether he's been in an auto 
accident is far too much for her to carry, especially as 
she's dealing with her own painful past. She works hard 
to repress childhood memories of a stepmother who 
abandoned her, even as the same woman wants back 
into their lives.

Check out this review on commonsensemedia.org.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-impossible-knife-of-memory
https://youtu.be/vgvxxasbOKI


Boots on the Ground  by Elizabeth Partridge  

At the heart of BOOTS ON THE GROUND are Partridge's 
interviews with five American soldiers, an infantry 
medic, an Army nurse, and a Vietnamese refugee. 
Military Advisor Mike Horan was a foster kid who 
joined the Marines after high school and was captured 
by the North Vietnamese. Mexican American Gilbert de 
la O thought fighting for his country would mean people 
would "treat me right" when he came home. Machine 
Gunner Henry Allen had been trained in nonviolence by 
Martin Luther King, Jr. but found he "lost compassion" 
during his time in Vietnam. Medic Tom Kelly continually 
risked his life to rescue wounded soldiers in the field. 
Infantryman Jan Scruggs’ determination that those who 
died in Vietnam would always be remembered would 
lead to the creation of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

Check out this review on commonsensemedia.org.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/boots-on-the-ground-americas-war-in-vietnam


The Curious  Incident of the Dog in the Night  
by Mark Haddon

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the 
countries of the world and their capitals and every 
prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals 
but has no understanding of human emotions. He 
cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color 
yellow. Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, 
for fifteen-year-old Christopher everyday interactions 
and admonishments have little meaning. He lives on 
patterns, rules, and a diagram kept in his pocket. Then 
one day, a neighbor's dog, Wellington, is killed and his 
carefully constructive universe is threatened. 

Check out this review on commonsensemedia.org.

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/mark-haddon/the-curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-night-time/
https://youtu.be/YnNp6oILOoc

