Summer Reading
Dear Carver Students & Parents:
Students entering the 10th
grade will be expected to read
the following:
a. 10th grade CP: one book
from the choice list
b. 10th Honors: one book
from the choice list and
The Great Gatsby
All of the following titles have
to do with the topic of
OUTCASTS, a broad theme
common to each of the 10th
grade readings this year.
Upon your return to school in
the fall, be ready to discuss and
write about the following:

Essential Question
How and why do we
misjudge or
undervalue the
outcasts or outsiders in
our society?

'I believe that on the first night I went to
Gatsby's house I was one of the few
guests who had actually been invited.
People were not invited - they went
there.'
After the war, the mysterious Jay Gatsby,
a self-made millionaire pursues wealth,
riches and the lady he lost to another
man with stoic determination. When
Gatsby finally does reunite with Daisy
Buchanan, tragic events are set in
motion. Told through the eyes of his
detached and omnipresent neighbor and
friend, Nick Carraway, Fitzgerald's
succinct and powerful prose hints at the
destruction and tragedy that awaits.
The Great Gatsby stands as the supreme
achievement of his career. This
exemplary novel of the Jazz Age has
been acclaimed by generations of
readers.
from goodreads.com

Port Chicago
50

English

The Great
Gatsby

Grade 10

On July 17, 1944, a massive explosion rocked
the segregated Navy base at Port Chicago,
California, killing more than 300 sailors who
were at the docks, critically injuring off-duty
men in their bunks, and shattering windows
up to a mile away. On August 9th, 244 men
refused to go back to work until unsafe and
unfair conditions at the docks were
addressed. When the dust settled, fifty
were charged with mutiny, facing decades
in jail and even execution.
The Port Chicago 50 is a fascinating story of
the prejudice and injustice that faced black
men and women in America's armed forces
during World War II, and a nuanced look at
those who gave their lives in service of a
country where they lacked the most basic
rights.
“Sheinkin delivers another meticulously
researched WWII story, one he discovered
while working on his Newbery Honor book,
Bomb. . . . Archival photos appear
throughout, and an extensive bibliography,
source notes, and index conclude this
gripping, even horrific account of a battle
for civil rights predating Rosa Parks and
Martin Luther King, Jr.” ―Publishers
Weekly, starred review from amazon.com

Girl in
Translation

In 1968 Chicago, it’s not easy for thirteen-year-old
Sam to be the son of known civil rights activist
Roland Childs, especially when his older brother,
Stick, starts keeping to himself. Then, one day, Sam
finds something under Stick’s bed that changes
everything: literature about the Black Panthers.
Suddenly, nothing feels certain anymore. And when
Dr. King is shot and killed, Sam’s father’s words are
no longer enough to make him believe in
change….This moving, coming-of-age story
gracefully encompasses the scope of the struggle
between the civil rights and black power movements
through an intimate and relatable lens.
from amazon.com

The Absolutely
True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of
Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take
his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his
troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white
farm town high school where the only other Indian
is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and
beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's
own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings
by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art,
chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one
Native American boy as he attempts to break away
from the life he was destined to live. from
amazon.com

The Last
Runaway

An irresistible story about beating the odds and
finding hope in the most desperate of times—the
improbable, intimate account of how nine workingclass boys from the American West showed the
world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit
really meant. It was an unlikely quest from the start.
With a team composed of the sons of loggers,
shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of
Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never
expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast
and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the
world by defeating the German team rowing for
Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale lies with
Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects,
who rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard
but also to find a real place for himself in the world.
from amazon.com

When Kimberly Chang and her mother emigrate from
Hong Kong to Brooklyn squalor, she quickly begins a
secret double life: exceptional schoolgirl during the day,
Chinatown sweatshop worker in the evenings.
Disguising the more difficult truths of her life-like the
staggering degree of her poverty, the weight of her
family's future resting on her shoulders, or her secret
love for a factory boy who shares none of her talent or
ambition-Kimberly learns to constantly translate not
just her language but herself back and forth between
the worlds she straddles. from amazon.com

The Rock and
the River

Boys in the
Boat

Summer Choice list for Grade 10 cont.
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Here are links to reviews of each book:
 The Great Gatsby







Port Chicago 50
Boys in the Boat
Girl in Translation
The Rock and the River
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part
Time Indian

