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September 2014  

Carver Coyote Newsletter 

 
"Tell me and I forget.  Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn." 

                        -Benjamin Franklin 
Dear Families:   

       

Welcome back to Carver Elementary and to a new school year!  Although the days flew by, we 

hope that you were able to spend some time with loved ones and enjoy the beautiful New 

England summer.  We are all very excited and ready to get the school year started with your 

children and we hope that they share the same sentiment.   During the summer, an enormous 

amount of work has been accomplished in preparation of the start of school. Thank you to the 

office staff, technology staff and the custodial crew for their hard work in preparing for the start 

of school.  Teachers and administrators have been training, planning, and analyzing data among 

just a few things all in preparation of the new school year.  You will find valuable information 

throughout this newsletter, and we hope that it will answer some of your questions and assist you 

as we move forward.      

 

New Staff 

Please join us in welcoming several new educators:     

Kerry Agashe    Associate Principal 

Tara Barboza   Art Teacher  

Caroline Listernick  Kindergarten Teacher 

Darby Lewis    Grade 3 Teacher  

Michelle Ricci   Music teacher 

Margaret Sullivan  Kindergarten Teacher 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 

Friday, 8/29/14  Teacher Professional Day - No School 

Monday, 9/1/14  Labor Day – No School  

Tuesday, 9/2/14  Preschool Begins 

Tuesday, 9/2/14  Kindergarten Begins  

Thursday, 9/4/14              Volunteer Training                       9 AM and 6 PM 

Monday, 9/8/14  School Committee Meeting, 7 PM, MLLC 

Thursday, 9/11/14  Open House, 6-8 PM  

Wednesday, 9/17/14  Early Release Day          11:45 AM dismissal  

                                                (Lunches are not served on early release days) 

Wednesday, 9/17/14  Anti-Bullying Parent/Community Event   6PM CMHS Auditorium 

Tuesday, 9/23/14  Picture Day  



2 
 

 

Parent/Guardian Information Night (Open House) 

Join us for our annual Information Night, which will be held on Thursday, September 11 from 6-

8 PM. On this evening, you will have the opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and gather 

essential information about our curriculum, grade level expectations for homework, class rules, 

as well as school wide information. On this evening, we will continue with our Passport to 

Education so that you will have an opportunity to meet the allied arts teachers, therapists, nurses, 

Director of Literacy, math coach and administrators.    More information will be forthcoming.  

 

Our Curriculum: This year will be another busy and productive one for your child.  We will 

continue to implement our curriculum, which includes the Common Core State Standards.  We 

will continue with the Scott Foresman literacy program and our intervention schedule: all 

students will receive targeted skilled-based instruction each day.  As part of our math curriculum, 

all students receive daily math instruction, which will include our workshop model as 

implemented last school year.  Improving our students’ writing skills through the Empowering 

Writers program will also continue; and we will be using the Full Option Science System 

(FOSS) at each grade level. You will receive more information about all of these programs 

during our Open House.   

 

Responsive Classroom:  This year our teachers will be implementing a segment of the 

Responsive Classroom (RC) known as 'Morning Meeting'.  The Responsive Classroom Morning 

Meeting is an engaging way to start each day, build a strong sense of community, and set 

children up for success socially and academically.  Each morning, students and teachers gather 

together for 20-25 minutes and interact with one another during four purposeful components: 

greeting, sharing, group activity and morning message. Please plan to attend our annual Open 

House on September 11 from 6:00-8:00 PM for additional information.   

 

  

New Attendance Procedures 

This year we are implementing new attendance procedures as part of the Chapter 222 pupil 

absence notification program. This regulation, effective as of July 1, 2014 requires 

parents/guardians to report their child's absence by calling the school. The school office 

numbers are 508-866-6210/6220. In the event a child will be absent for the day, parents or 

guardians are expected to call the school office by 9:30 AM.  Parents and guardians must furnish 

the school with a home, work or other emergency telephone number where they can be contacted 

during the school day. Under the law, the school must notify the parent or guardian within 3 days 

of the absence if the student was absent and the parent has not notified the school of the absence. 

For additional information regarding our attendance procedures please see page 22 of the student 

handbook which can be found on our website at www.carver.org 

 

Morning Drop-off Procedures For Students Not Taking the School Bus 

We strongly encourage students to take the bus both to and from school. 

When it is necessary to bring your child to school, please adhere to the following procedures. All 

morning drop-offs will take place at the GJC building cafeteria.  Please follow the signs as you 

enter the driveway to our school.  Drop-offs will take place between 8:00 and 8:15 am. Parents 

dropping off children will no longer be able to get out of their vehicle to walk students in unless 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/kelly/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/C817KOXY/www.carver.org
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their child is late, after 8:15 am.  A staff member will be at the drop off area to help your child 

unload.  It is very important that parents or guardians DO NOT get out of the vehicle to unload 

children in the drop off area. If you walk your child in you must park your vehicle to the far right 

of the black top in the designated parking area.  Supervision will be on hand both outside and 

inside the cafeteria.  All K, 1 and 2 students will be escorted to the EKW building beginning at 

8:05.    

 

End of Day Student Pick-up  in the GJC cafeteria  

For all students not taking the bus at the end of the day, our pick-up is in the GJC cafeteria. 

Students from the EKW building will be escorted to the GJC cafeteria.  Parents/guardians may 

enter the cafeteria once staff is on hand to open the door at 2:40 pm.  Parents/guardians will sign 

out their children from the GJC cafeteria. Identification is required as this ensures a higher 

level of safety for your child and the children around you.  For additional information regarding 

dismissal, please refer to our handbook, which can be found at www.carver.org.    

 

School Council 

According to the 1993 Education Reform Act, every school is required to have a School Council.  

The School Council is comprised of teachers, parents, the Principal, and a community 

representative.  The group meets monthly to develop the School Improvement Plan and acts as 

an advisory group to the Principal.  School council meetings are held monthly and are open to 

all, so please join us.  Meetings are held in the EKW building conference room.  Our first 

meeting will be held on Monday, October 20 at 3:00 P.M in the IMC. 

 

Volunteers 

Anyone wanting to volunteer in any capacity at Carver Elementary School is welcomed.   

Remember you must complete a volunteer application, a CORI form and attend one of our 

annual mandatory volunteer trainings, even if you are chaperoning a field trip.  The training will 

be held on Thursday, September 4, 2014 at 9:00 am in the GJC cafeteria and 6:00 pm in the 

IMC.  If you plan on attending, please call the office to reserve a spot.   The CORI process can 

be completed through the Superintendent’s office or at the main office of the EKW building.  

You will need identification for the process. 

 

Family Directory 

A special thank you to Mrs. Kelly Yenulevich and Mrs. Pauline Lopez for compiling the Family 

Directory for the 2014-2015 school year.  You will receive a family directory if you send in the 

form by September 26, 2014.  (The form is in your child’s welcome back packet.) This user-

friendly directory is handy to use and nice to have for play dates and birthday party invitations.  

Our goal is to send the directory home by the end of September.  To be sensitive to all our 

students’ feelings, we ask that you do not send home birthday invitations through school.  Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

Welcome Back Packets 

As in previous years, we are sending all families a folder filled with information.  When you 

open the folder, you will notice that in the right pocket we have included forms that need to be 

returned to the school as soon as possible.  In the left side pocket, we have included a school 

calendar and newsletter.   Please go through the folder and read these important items.  We 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/kelly/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/C817KOXY/www.carver.org
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suggest that you save the folder so that you can add other important information to it throughout 

the school year.  We will continue our practice of sending home notices from both the EKW and 

GJC offices on Mondays and Thursdays.  Please remember to check your child’s backpack every 

day for notes from the teacher and your child’s work.   

 

New Educator Spotlight:   

Carver Elementary is proud to introduce our new Associate Principal, Mrs. Kerry Agashe.   Mrs. 

Agashe has 16 years of experience working in both suburban and urban schools.   Her experience 

has widened her understanding for what it takes to motivate and engage students and families 

towards higher levels of success.  She was very fortunate to be educated in a town that valued 

extra curricula engagement along with achieving academics. The families and community had a 

strong understanding that education and involvement were key factors for independence, 

incentive, and drive that fostered success in life. That great town referred to is Carver. Mrs. 

Agashe is a product of the Carver Public School System and its community, and she is thrilled to 

be able to give back to the community that graciously gave to her. 
 
  

Anti-Bullying Information Night on September 17 at 6:00 PM: Carver Elementary School 

welcomes Dr. Elizabeth Englander.  Dr. Englander is director and founder of the Massachusetts 

Aggression Reduction Center (MARC).  She has received national recognition for her research 

and publications.  In 2013, Dr. Englander was named Most Valuable Educator of 2013 by the 

Boston Red Sox for her work in technological aggression and how it interacts with peer 

abusiveness in general.  She is the author of Understanding Violence and Bullying and 

Cyberbullying.  Mark your calendars, this evening will provide parents and families with 

extensive information on bullying and how you can support your children.   

 

 

MASSACHUSETTS COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS (MCAS) And 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 

This year, Carver Elementary School will participate in the PARCC (grades 3-5) and MCAS 

Science and Technology (grade 5 only). We will determine the specific date of each testing 

session and have provided the testing window for your planning purposes. Please be advised that 

all students in grades 3-5 are expected to be in school during the testing window unless they are 

ill.  Family vacations should not be planned during the testing periods below. 

 

The grades 3-5 PARCC assessments will be delivered at each grade level and will be based 

directly on the Common Core State Standards. This spring, Carver Elementary will participate in 

the following assessments, please mark your calendars with these important dates:  

Spring 2015 PARCC (Grades 3-5) 

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics:        March 16-April 10, 2015 

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics:        May 4-May 29, 2015 

2015 MCAS (grade 5 only): Science and Technology/Engineering     May 5-May 19, 2015 
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CARVER PUBLIC LIBRARY INFORMATION  

 
Weekly Storytimes 
Tuesdays at 10:30 am – Toddler Storytime, ages 3.5 and under meet for stories, songs and activities. 

Wednesdays at 10:30 am – Preschool Storytime, ages 3.5 to 5 meet for stories, songs and related activities. 

  

Football Craft 
Thursday, September 4

th
 at 6:30 pm – Ages 5 and up, please register. 

  

Make-it, Take-it Craft: Back to School 
Saturday, September 6

th
, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm – All ages, drop-in. 

  

Create your own Name Banners 
Tuesday, September 9

th
 at 6:30 pm – Ages 5 and up, drop-in. 

  

Deadline: Patriotic Poem Contest 
Thursday, September 11 – All ages. Bring in a poem in honor of Patriot’s Day, special prizes will be awarded.  

  

Fall Window Painting 
Saturday, September 13 at 11:00 am – Ages 4 and up, please register.  

  

Pipe Cleaner Ninjas 
Tuesday, September 16

th
 at 6:30 pm – Ages 5 and up, please register. 

  

Owl Craft 
Thursday, September 18 at 6:30 pm– All ages, drop-in. 

 

Outdoor Story Walk & Scavenger Hunt (weather permitting) 
Saturday, September 20

th
 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm – All ages, drop-in. Visit the Children’s Desk for instructions.  

  

Family Game Night: Wheel of Fortune 
Tuesday, September 23

rd
 at 6:30 pm – All ages, drop-in. 

  

Preteen Jewelry Club: Washi tape Earrings 
Thursday, September 25

th
 at 6:30 pm – Ages 8 and up, please register.   

  

Paint Workshop 
Saturday, September 27 at 11:00 am – All ages, drop-in.  

  

Pajama Storytime 
Tuesday, September 29

th
 at 6:30 pm – Ages 10 and under, drop-in. 
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LUNCH MENU   Lunch Price = $2.25 
8/25 

 

 

 

 

 

8/26 

Chicken nuggets 

Baked potato wedges 

Baby carrots 

Apple 

Chicken Caesar Salad 

8/27 

Beef Taco w/corn shell 

Lettuce/cheddar cheese 

Seasoned rice 

Salsa 

Chilled peaches 

Chicken Caesar Salad 

8/28 

Pizza Day is now 

Thursday 

Sal’s Pizza 

(cheese or pepperoni) 

Fresh spinach salad 

Roasted chick peas 

Chilled Fruit cup 

8/29 

No School  

 

9/1 

No School 

 

 

 

 

9/2 

Popcorn chicken bites 

Baked smiley fries 

Peas 

Fresh banana  

Buffalo chicken salad 

9/3 

Sliced turkey w/lettuce 

& tomato in wheat wrap 

Red. Fat Cape cod chips 

Carrot sticks w/dip 

Fresh Apple 

Buffalo chicken Salad  

9/4 

Stuffed crust pizza  

Cheese or pepperoni 

Fresh tossed salad 

Chilled Pears  

9/5 

Hot dog in a roll  

BBQ baked beans 

Fresh veggie sticks 

Chilled fruit cup 

Buffalo chicken salad  

9/8 

Toasted cheese 

sandwich 

Red. Fat Smartfood 

Fresh cucumber 

coins  

Chilled applesauce  

Teriyaki chicken 

salad  

9/9 

Chicken nuggets 

Baked sweet potato 

fries 

Steamed broccoli 

Fresh banana 

Teriyaki chicken salad 

9/10 

Meatballs in sauce 

Wheat sub roll  

Goldfish pretzels 

Veggie sticks w/dip 

Chilled pineapple 

Teriyaki chicken salad  

9/11 

French Bread Pizza  

Cheese or pepperoni 

Fresh Tossed salad  

Roasted chick peas 

Chilled pears  

9/12 

Burger on a bun  

With or without 

cheese 

Baked smiley fries 

Lettuce, tomato & 

pickles 

Fruit cup 

Teriyaki chicken salad  
9/15 

Brunch for Lunch  

French toast 

w/syrup 

Baked sausage links 

Sweet potato coins  

Cinnamon 

applesauce 

Greek salad  

9/16 

Crispy chicken tenders 

Potato puffs  

Steamed carrot 

Wheat bread stick 

Fresh apple 

Greek Salad  

9/17 

Early Release Day  

 

Lunches are not served 

9/18 

Sal’s Pizza  

Cheese or 

ham/pineapple 

Caesar salad 

Roasted chick peas 

Chilled fruit cup  

9/19 

Chicken Fajita wrap 

Crispy corn 

Salsa & bean dip 

Chilled pineapple 

Greek Salad  

9/22 

Waffle sticks 

w/syrup 

Scrambled egg patty  

Hash browns  

Chilled pears 

Teriyaki chicken 

salad  

9/23 

Chicken nuggets 

Whipped potatoes 

Steam carrots 

Fresh banana 

Teriyaki chicken salad 

 

9/24 

Spaghetti & meatballs 

Fresh tossed salad  

Dinner roll  

Fresh apple 

Teriyaki chicken salad  

9/25 

Pizza sticks 

Sauce for dipping 

Fresh tossed salad 

Chilled pears  

9/26 

Whole grain soft 

pretzel 

Cheese sauce for 

dipping 

Fresh baby carrots 

Yogurt cup/mixed fruit 

Teriyaki chicken salad  

Daily Choices      Be sure your NutriKids account is updated and  

Choice 1 – WG Honey Wheat Bagel   current for the first day of school.  To register for  

                w/cream cheese, cheese stick & salad  Nutrikids, watch daily transactions, check balances  

Choice 2 – Garden salad w/dressing   and make online prepayments, please visit:   

                Cheese stick, croutons and fruit    www.myschoolbucks.com 

Choice 3 – Smucker’s Uncrustable, with side  

                Salad and fruit      At school prepayments:  please make checks payable  

Choice 4 – Assorted WG cereals w/cheese stick   to:  CPS Meal Program.  Please include student id#  

                And fruit      on check.   

All meals include choice of milk    Free and reduced applications are available on the  

(1% low fat or Tru-Moo fat free chocolate milk)  school website (www.carver.org).  Applications can  

A’ la carte milk $.50      be filled out anytime during the school year.  Return  

       Completed application to:   

Meals are subject to change upon availability of   Carver Public Schools – Food Services 

Product.        3 Carver Square Boulevard 

       Carver, MA  02330  

       Contact Kathleen Farrar  (farrark@carver.org).   
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