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HEALTH POLICY

Each school attempts to provide an environment which will be safe from accidents.  If an accident or sudden illness occurs, first aid will be administered by the school nurse or health aide, and the parent/guardian(s) will be notified.  The school will give no care beyond first aid; transportation will be provided by the parent/guardian(s).  If warranted, an ambulance will be called and the student will be transported to the closest hospital.  Parent/guardian(s) will be responsible for ambulance and hospital expenses. In cases of serious emergency, school personnel will take appropriate action while attempting to contact a student’s parent/guardian(s).  Supplies in the Health Center are for student’s needs concerning emergency and first aid care.  The Health Center budget and the law do not allow for the care and treatment of illnesses which are better attended to by parent/guardian(s) and/or their private physicians. 
After scheduled school hours, there is no nursing coverage and there is no access to medication that is kept in the nurse’s office,  For those who are on school sports teams, emergency medications (i.e., epi-pens, inhalers) may be kept in the coach’s first aide bag, and written consent/orders for the medication must be kept on file in the nurse’s office.  If an urgent medical need occurs after school, the school will make every effort to notify the parent/guardian(s) of the student’s need, and 911 will be activated if necessary.
EMERGENCY CARDS – Emergency cards are distributed to students at the beginning of the school year.  Both sides must be filled out, returned to the homeroom teacher and will be kept on file in the Nurse's Office.  This information allows the nurse to reach a parent/guardian or a person designated by him/her when necessary; it will also facilitate the proper care of a student in an emergency.  
            
IMMUNIZATIONS – All students attending school are required to be immunized according to MA GENERAL LAWS Chapter 76, Section 15.  Any student who does not have the required immunizations will be notified.  If immunizations are not obtained, the student will be excluded from school as required by state regulations. Written documentation of all immunizations must be provided from the child’s physician, or administrating agency.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS – In compliance with MA GENERAL LAWS c.71, s.57 and related amendments and regulations (105 CMR 2000.000-200.920) physical examinations are required during the year of entrance to school and every three to four years thereafter.  In addition, physical examinations are required annually before participating in competitive sports, for children between 14 and 15 years of age requesting work permits, and when specifically requested by school staff due to medical concerns. 
PRESCRIPTION/NON-PRESCRIPTION DRUGS – Students are not to carry medication of any kind.  This includes herbal supplements and diet pills.  School health staff will assume responsibility for dispensing medication, including Tylenol.  Other  over the counter drugs, i.e., ibuprofen, may be dispensed with a physician’s order.

Note:  An inhaler may be carried by a student if a physician’s written order and a parent/guardian permit form are on file in the nurse’s office.  For safety reasons, a second inhaler should be supplied for the nurse’s office in the event the student misplaces or forgets to bring his/her inhaler to school.  


The Carver School Committee has approved a policy permitting the school physician to write standing orders for Tylenol for all students, and ibuprofen when recommended by the Athletic Trainer to treat sports injuries.  Parent/guardian(s) permission must be obtained before administering medication to any student.  The Carver Schools also have standing orders, written by the school physician for emergency medications to be administered for allergic reactions.

It is general practice to discourage dispensing medication in school.  Medication may be administered only if compliant with the following criteria:

1.         MA GENERAL LAWS, c.94C required a written order from a physician for any medication to be given in school.  The order must include the name of the drug, the dosage, the time interval for administration, diagnosis and reason for medication to be given in school. This includes over the counter medication.  The exception to this would be if a prescription medication were to be given for only ten days; the pharmacy label on the prescription bottle would be acceptable as the physician order in this case.
          
2.         A parent/guardian permission form must be completed authorizing the school nurse to administer medication to the student in school.

3          Medication must be in a container labeled by the pharmacy or physician or in the original container for non-prescription medicines.

4.         For certain medications (i.e., inhalers, epi-pens), an extra prescription is required if a student is a member of a school sports team.  The medication will be carried by the coach in the medical kit and available for use if an urgent medical need warrants administration. 

5.         If a student has an anaphylactic reaction requiring administration of an EPI-PEN, if time allows without endangering the student, the school nurse will attempt to contact the prescribing physician or school physician before administration.   If an EPI-PEN is administered, an ambulance will be called and the student will be transported to the closest hospital.
ILLNESS – Students may not leave the school due to illness without first reporting to the nurse.  The nurse will make arrangements for dismissal.  Upon return to school after an absence caused by a contagious disease, a student may be admitted by the school nurse after the designated period of isolation.  Physicians are required by law to report any communicable disease to the Carver Board of Health.  Parent/guardian(s) should notify the school nurse of any communicable disease before the student returns to school. All accidents should be reported promptly to the nurse.

SCREENINGS – MA GENERAL LAWS, c.71, s.57 requires that all students have vision and hearing screenings annually.  Any student who fails a screening will be re-screened. If the student fails a second screening, parent/guardian(s) will be notified.

MA GENERAL LAWS, c.71, s.57 also requires that all students grade 5 through 9 be screened annually for scoliosis.  If a parent/guardian(s) refuses to have a postural screening by the school, written documentation provided by the family physician must be submitted to the school nurse.
FIELD TRIP MEDICATION PROCEDURE – When possible, medication will be omitted or given when the student returns from the field trip.  Students who have a physician’s order, and parent/guardian(s) permission with the approval of the school nurse may self-administer medications on field trips.  Medications will be carried by teachers unless the student has special permission from the school nurse, physician and parent to carry medication.  If a student is unable to self-administer medication, the parent/guardian(s) may attend the field trip and administer the medication or the teacher in charge of the field trip may arrange for a substitute nurse.   If a student with a prescribed EPI-PEN has an anaphylactic reaction requiring an injection or any student has a severe allergic reaction, an ambulance will be called and the student will be transported to the nearest hospital.  The parent/guardian(s) will be responsible for all ambulance and medical costs.
	Carver High School is a latex free school.  No latex-based products are allowed on school premises or at out of school events; i.e., proms, athletic events, etc.  


