COLLEGE PLANNING TIMELINE
COLLEGE PLANNING TIMELINE

JUNIOR YEAR

October

· Take the PSAT
December

· Receive PSAT scores and review answers to determine areas that may need improvement.
January - April

· Begin review in preparation of SATs.
· Begin to research colleges of interest by reading college handbooks, accessing websites (Naviance Family Connection, College Board, etc.), and having discussions with your family, friends, guidance counselors, teachers and others.
March

· Register for the May SAT. * (www.collegeboard.com) 
· Continue researching colleges.
April

· Register for the June SAT.
· Begin to visit college campuses.
May

· Take the May SAT.
· Register for the June ACT. ** (www.actstudent.org) 
· Schedule an appointment, preferably with your parent(s)/guardian(s), to meet with your guidance counselor to discuss your plan.
June

· Take the June SAT and/or ACT.
· Ask for two letters of recommendation from your teacher(s) and/or guidance counselor.  Requests should first be made in person, then followed up by an electronic request through Naviance Family Connection.
· Make sure you are on the mailing lists of the schools that interest you.
Summer

· Continue visiting colleges.
· Revise or finalize your resume.
· Continue to access career and college information through Naviance.
SENIOR YEAR
September

· Register for the October or November SAT.
· Notify your guidance counselor if you are planning to apply Early Decision or Early Action.
September - October

· Take the October SAT.
· Schedule a second appointment, preferably with your parent(s)/guardian(s), to meet with your guidance counselor to discuss your progress and plan.
· Continue to work on your college list.  
· Review websites, catalogs, and application requirements.
· Begin working on application essays, as you will need to rewrite and edit several times.
· Students who intend to play Division I or II athletics must register with the NCAA Clearinghouse.
· If you are applying Early Decision or Early Action, complete the college applications and essays.
· Complete schools’ financial aid forms and the CSS Profile (www.collegeboard.com) if required.
· Check in with your references to be sure your letters of recommendations are complete.
· Continue visiting colleges.
(SENIOR YEAR Continued)
November

· Take the November SATs.
· Register for the December SAT if necessary.
· Make sure your SAT/ACT scores have been sent directly to your colleges through www.collegeboard.com
· If applying Early Decision or Early Action, use Naviance to request that your transcript and supporting CHS materials be sent to the colleges you are applying to.  Please make request at least (10) school days prior to any college deadline.
· Continue to communicate your progress and questions to your guidance counselor via personal appointments and Naviance Family Connection.
December

· Take the December SAT if necessary.
· Register for the January SAT if necessary.
· Use Naviance to request that your transcript and supporting CHS materials be sent to the colleges you are applying to.  Please make request at least (10) school days prior to any college deadline.
· Meet application deadlines for admission.  It is your responsibility to submit the following documents by mail and/or online: application, fee, resume, essay, letters of recommendation, SAT/ACT scores.
· Attend student/parent Financial Aid Information Night.  Invitations will be mailed home.
· Meet all financial aid deadlines.
· Continue to communicate your progress and questions to your guidance counselor via personal appointments and Naviance Family Connection.
January

· Parents file the CSS Profile (if applicable) and the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
· Meet application deadlines for admission and financial aid.
· Use Naviance to request that your transcript and supporting CHS materials be sent to the colleges you are applying to.  Please make request at least (10) school days prior to any college deadline.
· File individual college financial aid forms if required.
· Continue to communicate your progress and questions to your guidance counselor via personal appointments and Naviance Family Connection.
February-March

· Meet application deadlines for admission and financial aid.
· Use Naviance to request that your transcript and supporting CHS materials be sent to the colleges you are applying to.  Please make request at least (10) school days prior to any college deadline.
· Continue to communicate your progress and questions to your guidance counselor via personal appointments and Naviance Family Connection.
April

· Most four-year colleges will inform students of their admissions decisions by April 15th.
· Discuss your decisions and choices with your parents, counselor and teachers.
· Plan to meet the financial obligations for attending the college of your choice.
· Inform the college you plan to attend by May 1st, the Candidate’s Reply Date.
· Inform your counselor of your final decision.
· Inform those that have helped your in the application process of your decision and thank them for their help.  Perhaps write a formal thank you note.
May

· Complete and submit your Final Plan Survey on Naviance.
June

· Graduation - Congratulations!
* The majority of students take the SAT two times:  once in the spring of junior year, and again in the fall of senior year.  Some students choose to take it three times.  Most colleges do not look at your combined score from a specific test date but instead split your score to determine your highest possible combination of scores.  For selective colleges, SAT subject tests (SAT II’s) are often required.

**The American College Testing Program (ACT) is another testing option that is subject-based and includes a science section.  See www.actstudent.org or your guidance counselor for more information.
