
 

 

 

Grade 9  

English 
Summer Reading  

Dear Carver Students & Parents: 

Students entering the 9th grade 
will be expected to read the 
following:  

a. 9th grade CP: one book 
from the choice list 

b. 9th Honors: one book 
from the choice list and  
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
 

All of the following titles have 
to do with the topic of 
CULTURAL DIFFERENCES, a 
broad theme common to each 
of the 9th grade readings this 
year. 
 

Upon your return to school in 
the fall, be ready to discuss and 
write about the following: 
 

Essential Question 
 

How can our 

differences shape, 

impact, or influence 

our perceptions of the 

world?  
 

 

 
 

 

The beloved American classic about a 
young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of 
the century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale 
filled with compassion and cruelty, 
laughter and heartache, crowded with life 
and people and incident. The story of 
young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie 
Nolan and her bittersweet formative 
years in the slums of Williamsburg has 
enchanted and inspired millions of 
readers for more than sixty years. By 
turns overwhelming, sublime, 
heartbreaking, and uplifting, the daily 
experiences of the unforgettable Nolans 
are raw with honesty and tenderly 
threaded with family connectedness -- in 
a work of literary art that brilliantly 
captures a unique time and place as well 
as incredibly rich moments of universal 
experience. from amazon.com  

Here is a link for a review of this book: 
REVIEW 

 

Tariq. Anupreet. Margaret. As different as 
their Muslim, Sikh, and British names. But in 
one moment, their futures become entirely 
dependent on one another's. While the rest 
of India anxiously awaits the upcoming 
partition that will divide the country into 
two separate religious states, eighteen-
year-old Tariq focuses on his own goal: to 
study at Oxford. But for a Muslim born and 
raised in India, there is no obvious path to 
England. Margaret, the cartographer’s 
daughter, has only just arrived in India. But 
already she has discovered it to be hot, 
loud, and dull. She can’t go anywhere alone 
for fear of the riots and violence. Eager for 
a distraction, she finds one in Tariq. But it’s 
Anupreet, another member of the staff, 
who has truly captured Tariq’s eye. She’s 
strikingly beautiful—but she’s a Sikh, so not 
someone Tariq should even be caught 
looking at. And yet he’s compelled 
to…Jennifer Bradbury weaves together the 
heart-pounding tale of three teenagers on 
wildly different paths, on the verge of 
changing each other’s lives forever. from 
amazon.com  

Here is a link for a review of this book: REVIEW 
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https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/a-tree-grows-in-brooklyn
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-lord-of-the-flies
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/a-moment-comes


 

  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

As startling and powerful as when first published 
more than two decades ago, André Brink's classic 
novel, A Dry White Season, is an unflinching and 
unforgettable look at racial intolerance, the human 
condition, and the heavy price of morality. Ben Du 
Toit is a white schoolteacher in suburban 
Johannesburg in a dark time of intolerance and 
state-sanctioned apartheid. A simple, apolitical man, 
he believes in the essential fairness of the South 
African government and its policies—until the 
sudden arrest and subsequent "suicide" of a black 
janitor from Du Toit's school. Haunted by new 
questions and desperate to believe that the man's 
death was a tragic accident, Du Toit undertakes an 
investigation into the terrible affair—a quest for the 
truth that will have devastating consequences for 
the teacher and his family, as it draws him into a 
lethal morass of lies, corruption, and murder.          
Here is a link for a review of this book: REVIEW 

 

 

 

Summer Choice list for Grade 9 cont.  

At seven minutes past midnight, thirteen-year-old 
Conor wakes to find a monster outside his bedroom 
window. But it isn't the monster Conor's been 
expecting-- he's been expecting the one from his 
nightmare, the nightmare he's had nearly every night 
since his mother started her treatments. The monster in 
his backyard is different. It's ancient. And wild. And it 
wants something from Conor. Something terrible and 
dangerous. It wants the truth. From the final idea of 
award-winning author Siobhan Dowd-- whose 
premature death from cancer prevented her from 
writing it herself-- Patrick Ness has spun a haunting and 
darkly funny novel of mischief, loss, and monsters both 
real and imagined.  from amazon.com  
Here is a link for a review of this book: REVIEW 

 

 
On a sunny day in Berkeley, California, in 1942, a woman 
sees a sign in a post office window, returns to her 
home, and matter-of-factly begins to pack her family's 
possessions. Like thousands of other Japanese 
Americans they have been reclassified, virtually 
overnight, as enemy aliens and are about to be 
uprooted from their home and sent to a dusty 
internment camp in the Utah desert. In this lean and 
devastatingly evocative first novel, Julie Otsuka tells 
their story from five flawlessly realized points of view 
and conveys the exact emotional texture of  

 

 

their experience: the thin-walled barracks and 
barbed-wire fences, the omnipresent fear and 
loneliness, the unheralded feats of heroism. When 
the Emperor Was Divine is a work of enormous 
power that makes a shameful episode of our 
history as immediate as today's headlines. 
Here is a link for a review of this book: REVIEW 

 

 

  
 
A Lesson Before Dying, is set in a small Cajun 
community in the late 1940s. Jefferson, a young 
black man, is an unwitting party to a liquor store 
shoot out in which three men are killed; the only 
survivor, he is convicted of murder and sentenced 
to death. Grant Wiggins, who left his hometown for 
the university, has returned to the plantation 
school to teach. As he struggles with his decision 
whether to stay or escape to another state, his 
aunt and Jefferson's godmother persuade him to 
visit Jefferson in his cell and impart his learning and 
his pride to Jefferson before his death. In the end, 
the two men forge a bond as they both come to 
understand the simple heroism of resisting—and 
defying—the expected. from amazon.com  
Here is a link for a review of this book: REVIEW 
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/248596.Something_Wicked_This_Way_Comes
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/65249.A_Dry_White_Season
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/a-monster-calls
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/julie-otsuka/when-the-emperor-was-divine/
http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/12/28/bsp/16002.html

