
Summer Reading List for Students Entering 
Grade 8 

Directions: Every student entering the 8th grade in the fall must read one book from the following list. Students 
going into 8th grade English 1 will read two books form the list.  

Students, choose a book that will both interest and challenge you.  Make sure you fill out the notes form as you 
read. Be prepared to both discuss the book and write about it when you return in the fall.  

Parents & Students, the website that follows each synopsis will further help you decide whether a particular book 
is the right one for you.  

Insignia by S J Kincaid (Science Fiction) 
More than anything, Tom Raines wants to be important, though his shadowy life is anything but that. 
For years, Tom's drifted from casino to casino with his unlucky gambler of a dad, gaming for their 
survival. Keeping a roof over their heads depends on a careful combination of skill, luck, con artistry, and 
staying invisible. Then one day, Tom stops being invisible. Someone's been watching his virtual-reality 
prowess, and he's offered the incredible--a place at the Pentagonal Spire, an elite military academy. 
There, Tom's instincts for combat will be put to the test and if he passes, he'll become a member of the 
Intrasolar Forces, helping to lead his country to victory in World War III. Finally, he'll be someone 

important: a superhuman war machine with the tech skills that every virtual-reality warrior dreams of. Life at the Spire 
holds everything that Tom's always wanted--friends, the possibility of a girlfriend, and a life where his every action 
matters--but what will it cost him? For more information search for this title at 
commonsensemedia.org. 
 
 

The Last Dragonslayer by Jasper Fforde (fantasy) 
In the good old days, magic was indispensable. But now magic is fading: Drain cleaner is cheaper than a 
spell, and magic carpets are used for pizza delivery. Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs Kazam, an 
employment agency for magicians--but it's hard to stay in business when magic is drying up. And then 
the visions start, predicting the death of the world's last dragon at the hands of an unnamed 
Dragonslayer. If the visions are true, everything will change for Kazam--and for Jennifer.

  For more information search for this title at 
commonsensemedia.org. 

 

 

The Name of the Star or The Madness Underneath (Shades of London Series) by Maureen 

Johnson (mystery) 
The day Louisiana teenager Rory Deveaux arrives in London marks a memorable occasion. For Rory, it's 
the start of a new life at a London boarding school. But for many, this will be remembered as the day a 
series of brutal murders broke out across the city, gruesome crimes mimicking the horrific Jack the 
Ripper in the autumn of 1888. Soon "Rippermania" takes hold of modern-day London, and the police 
are left with few leads and no witnesses. Except one. Rory spotted the man police now believe to be the 
prime suspect. But she is the only one who saw him. Even her roommate, who was with her at the time, 

didn't notice the mysterious man. So why can only Rory see him? And more urgently, why has Rory become his next 
target? In this edge-of-your-seat thriller, full of suspense, humor, and romance, Rory will learn the truth about the secret 
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ghost police of London and discover her own shocking abilities.
For more information search for this title at 

commonsensemedia.org. 
 

 
The Caged Graves by Diane K Salerni (mystery/historical fiction) 
The year is 1867, and seventeen-year-old Verity Boone is excited to return from Worcester, 
Massachusetts, to Catawissa, Pennsylvania, the hometown she left when she was just a baby. Now 
she will finally meet the fiancé she knows only through letters! Soon, however, she discovers two 
strangely caged graves . . . and learns that one of them is her own mother's. Verity swears she'll get to 
the bottom of why her mother was buried in "unhallowed ground" in this suspenseful teen mystery 
that swirls with rumors of witchcraft, buried gold from the days of the War of Independence, and 
even more shocking family secrets.    For more information search for this title at 
teenreads.com. 

 

 

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary D. Schmidt 

The two-time Newbery Honor winner Gary D. Schmidt delivers the shattering story of Joseph, a father 

at thirteen, who has never seen his daughter, Jupiter. After spending time in a juvenile facility, he's 

placed with a foster family on a farm in rural Maine. Here Joseph, damaged and withdrawn, meets 

twelve-year-old Jack, who narrates the account of the troubled, passionate teen who wants to find his 

baby at any cost. In this riveting novel, two boys discover the true meaning of family and the sacrifices 

it requires. For more information search for this title at commonsensemedia.org. 
 

 

The Young Elites by Marie Lu 

Imagine surviving a plague of fever, only to be marked as an abomination by your countrymen. Most 

survivors of the sickness that vanquished thousands in this alternative medieval world possess a 

strange and unique marking, whether it be a facial coloring, oddly tinged hair, or, in Adelina's case, a 

missing eye. Called malfettos, some are endowed with magical gifts that enable them to control wind, 

fire, earth, and even humans. All Adelina has ever wanted is to feel accepted and loved, but she's 

ignored by her father, and her sister doesn't have the power to save her. When the teen escapes an 

unwanted proposal, she unwittingly becomes a member of the Dagger Society, an Elite group of 

malfettos bent on using their supernatural abilities to escape the Inquisition's genocide and place their leader, Enzo, on 

the throne of Kenettra. Adelina struggles with an increasing distrust of Enzo, her fellow Elites, and herself, all while 

learning how to control her powers of illusion and disillusion. Lu seamlessly melds an unforgettable and intoxicating 

historical fantasy narrative with a strong female protagonist that grapples with an issue experienced by all young 

adults-acceptance of one's self. 

For more information search for this title at commonsensemedia.org. 
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