
 

2017 Summer Reading List for Students Entering 
Grade 8 

 
Directions: Every student entering the 8th grade in the fall must read one book from 
the following list. Choose a book that will both interest and challenge you.  Make 
sure you fill out the notes form as you read. Be prepared to both discuss the book 
and write about it when you return in the fall.  

 
Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac (historical fiction) 

Sixteen-year-old Ned Begay detested life in the Navajo mission school where he was 
sent. There, "anything that belonged to the Navajo way was bad, and our Navajo 
language was the worst." However, in one of the greatest ironies in American history, 
when WWII broke out, Navajos-victims of the US Army effort to destroy them in the 
1860s and the harshness of the mission schools in the 20th century-were recruited by 
the Marine Corps to use their native language to create an unbreakable code. Navajo is 
one of the hardest of all American Indian languages to learn, and only Navajos can 
speak it with complete fluency. So, Ned Begay joined a select group of Navajo code 
talkers to create one code the Japanese couldn't break. Telling his story to his 
grandchildren, Ned relates his experiences in school, military training, and across the 
Pacific, on Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Guam, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. 

 

Foul Trouble by John Feinstein (sports) 

Fueled by plenty of high-octane sports action, Feinstein's latest fast-break tale of intrigue 
and corruption in the world of athletics focuses on the hubbub surrounding a nationally 
ranked high-school basketball player. Terrell Jamerson has a clear path to the NBA, but 
there's an awful lot to navigate through: dazzling offers from colleges, enticing glimpses 
of the high life offered by unscrupulous scouts and agents, pressures exerted by sleazy 
"friends," and eagle-eyed NCAA officials with agendas of their own. Fortunately, not 
only is Terrell level-headed but he has loyal friends in teammate Danny, a point guard 
who is also getting noticed by college recruiters, and Danny's stubbornly honest father, 
who coaches their team through a series of hard-fought games. Readers will understand 
how hard Terrell's choices are-particularly after two accidents make taking the quick 

money look like the safer option. They will cheer him, too, as a team leader who ultimately makes decisions for 
the right reasons 
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The Name of the Star, The Madness Underneath or The Shadow Cabinet (Shades of 
London Series) by Maureen Johnson (mystery) 

The day Louisiana teenager Rory Deveaux arrives in London marks a memorable 
occasion. For Rory, it's the start of a new life at a London boarding school. But for many, 
this will be remembered as the day a series of brutal murders broke out across the city, 
gruesome crimes mimicking the horrific Jack the Ripper in the autumn of 1888. Soon 
"Rippermania" takes hold of modern-day London, and the police are left with few leads 
and no witnesses. Except one. Rory spotted the man police now believe to be the prime 
suspect. But she is the only one who saw him. Even her roommate, who was with her at 

the time, didn't notice the mysterious man. So why can only Rory see him? And more urgently, why has Rory 
become his next target? In this edge-of-your-seat thriller, full of suspense, humor, and romance, Rory will learn 
the truth about the secret ghost police of London and discover her own shocking abilities. 

The Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard (fantasy) 

Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the 
Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping 
by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver 
court. There, before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability 
of her own. 

To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver 
princess, and betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the 
Silver world, she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard—a 
growing Red rebellion—even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong 

move can lead to her death, but in the dangerous game she plays the only certainty is betrayal. 

 
The Young Elites by Marie Lu (fantasy) 
Imagine surviving a plague of fever, only to be marked as an abomination by your 
countrymen. Most survivors of the sickness that vanquished thousands in this alternative 
medieval world possess a strange and unique marking, whether it be a facial coloring, 
oddly tinged hair, or, in Adelina's case, a missing eye. Called malfettos, some are 
endowed with magical gifts that enable them to control wind, fire, earth, and even 
humans. All Adelina has ever wanted is to feel accepted and loved, but she's ignored by 
her father, and her sister doesn't have the power to save her. When the teen escapes an 
unwanted proposal, she unwittingly becomes a member of the Dagger Society, an Elite 
group of malfettos bent on using their supernatural abilities to escape the Inquisition's 
genocide and place their leader, Enzo, on the throne of Kenettra. Adelina struggles with 
an increasing distrust of Enzo, her fellow Elites, and herself, all while learning how to 

control her powers of illusion and disillusion. 
 
■ Book Descriptions from Publishers and Follett Titlepeek 
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