Summer Reading List for Students Entering
Grade 7
th
Directions
: Every student entering the 7
grade in the fall must read one book from the
following list.

Students
, choose a book that will both interest and challenge you. Make sure you fill out the notes form as you
read. Be prepared to both discuss the book and write about it when you return in the fall.
Parents & Students
, the link that follows each synopsis will further help you decide whether a particular book is the
right one for you.

The Dogs of Winter 
by Bobbie Pyron (Adventure)

A small boy, a cruel city, and the incredible dogs who save him.
Based on a true story. When Ivan's

mother disappears, he's abandoned on the streets of Moscow, with little chance to make it through the
harsh winter. But help comes in an unexpected form: Ivan is adopted by a pack of dogs, and the dogs
quickly become more than just his street companions: They become his family. Soon Ivan, who used to
love reading fairytales, is practically living in one, as he and his pack roam the city and countryside, using
their wits to find food and shelter, dodging danger, begging for coins. But Ivan can't stay hidden from
the world of people forever. When help is finally offered to him, will he be able to accept it? Will he even
want to?
For more information click on the following link: c
ommonsensemedia.org.

Tesla’s Attic
by Neil Shusterman

(Science Fiction)


After their home burns down, fourteen-year-old Nick, his younger brother, and their father move into a
ramshackle Victorian house they've inherited. When Nick opens the door to his attic room, he's hit in the
head by a toaster. That's just the beginning of his weird experiences with the old junk stored up there.
After getting rid of the odd antiques in a garage sale, Nick befriends some local kids-Mitch, Caitlin, and
Vincent-and they discover that all of the objects have extraordinary properties. What's more, Nick
figures out that the attic is a strange magnetic vortex, which attracts all sorts of trouble. Ultimately Nick
learns that the genius Nikola Tesla placed the items-his last inventions-in the attic as part of a larger
plan that he mathematically predicted. Nick and his new friends must retrieve everything that was sold
at the garage sale and keep it safe. But the task is fraught with peril-in addition to the dangers inherent
in Tesla's mysterious and powerful creations, a secret society of physicists, the Accelerati, is determined to stop Nick and
alter destiny to achieve its own devious ends.
For more information click on the following link:
goodreads.com
.

Matched, Crossed, or Reached
by Ally Condie (Science Fiction / Dystopian)

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to read, what to watch,
what to believe. So when Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is
her ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black.
The Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on the happy life she's
destined to lead with Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love,
Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between Xander
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and Ky, between the only life she's known and a path that no one else has dared to follow. For more information click on
the following link: 
commonsensemedia.org
.

QB 1
by Mike Lupica (Sports)

Jake Cullen is a freshman quarterback playing high school football in the high-pressure land of Friday
Night Lights (Texas). He is also the brother of Wyatt Cullen, who quarterbacked his team to the Texas
State Championship last season--not to mention the son of former NFL quarterback and local legend,
Troy Cullen. To be a Cullen in Texas is to be royalty . . . and a quarterback. All of which leaves 14-year-old
Jake in a Texas-sized shadow, a tall order for any boy, especially one who's merely a freshman.
For more information click on the following link: 
goodreads.com.

Goodbye Stranger
by Rebecca Stead


Starting seventh grade means lots of changes for Bridge and her best friends Em and Tabitha. The most
obvious is Em's sudden curves, which grab the attention of pretty much everyone. Other changes are more
subtle, like the way Bridge starts looking forward to seeing her classmate Sherman Russo, or Tabitha's
growing interest in feminism and social justice. Unfolding over a series of vignettes that alternate among
Bridge, an unnamed high-school girl worried about the consequences of her betrayal of a friend, and
letters Sherm writes to his absent grandfather, Stead's latest gradually teases out the nuanced feelings
and motivations that guide her characters' sometimes unwise but never disastrous actions. Bridge and her
friends are all experiencing a quietly momentous shift toward adulthood, and Stead gracefully, frankly, and
humorously captures that change. Though that change is often scary, Stead shows how strongly love of all kinds can
smooth the juddering path toward adulthood. Winsome, bighearted, and altogether rewarding.
For more information click on the following link:
commonsensemedia.org
.

The Rive
r
or 
Brian’s Winter
by Gary Paulsen (These are the 2nd
and 3rd
books in 
The Hatchet
adventure trilogy.)

"We want you to do it again." These words, spoken to fifteen-year-old Brian Robeson, will change his life.
Two years earlier, Brian was stranded alone in the wilderness for 54 days with nothing but a small hatchet.
Yet he survived. Now the government wants him to go back into the wilderness so that astronauts and the
military can learn the survival techniques that kept Brian alive. Soon the project backfires, though, leaving
Brian with a wounded partner and a long river to navigate. His only hope is to build a raft and try to
transport the injured man a hundred miles downstream to a trading post — if the map he has is accurate.
For more information search for this title at w
ww.kirkusreviews.com

The Sword of Summer : Magnus Chase Book 1
by Rick Riordan

Magnus Chase has always been a troubled kid. Since his mother's mysterious death, he's lived alone on the
streets of Boston, surviving by his wits, keeping one step ahead of the police and the truant officers. One
day, he's tracked down by an uncle he barely knows-a man his mother claimed was dangerous. Uncle
Randolph tells him an impossible secret: Magnus is the son of a Norse god. The Viking myths are true. The
gods of Asgard are preparing for war. Trolls, giants and worse monsters are stirring for doomsday. To
prevent Ragnarok, Magnus must search the Nine Worlds for a weapon that has been lost for thousands of
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years.When an attack by fire giants forces him to choose between his own safety and the lives of hundreds of innocents,
Magnus makes a fatal decision. Sometimes, the only way to start a new life is to die.
■

Book Descriptions from Publishers and Follett Titlepee
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