
 

 

 

Grades 11 & 12  

English 
Summer Reading  

Dear Carver Students & Parents: 

Students entering the 11 & 12th 
grade will be expected to read 
the following:  

a. 11th & 12th grade CP: one 
book from the list 

b. 11th & 12th Honors: two 
books for the list 

 

All of the following books 
are memoirs, books that deal 
with the author’s real life 
experiences.  
 
Upon your return to school, 
be ready to discuss and write 
about the following: 
 

Essential Question 
 

What can we learn about 
ourselves and our own 
place in the world from 
readings about others’ 

experiences?  

 

Here is a book as joyous and painful, as 
mysterious and memorable, as childhood 
itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings captures the longing of lonely 
children, the brute insult of bigotry, and 
the wonder of words that can make the 
world right. Maya Angelou’s debut 
memoir is a modern American classic 
beloved worldwide. 
  
Poetic and powerful, I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and 
change minds for as long as people read. 
from amazon.com 

 

In 1967, after a session with a psychiatrist 
she'd never seen before, eighteen-year-
old Susanna Kaysen was put in a taxi and 
sent to McLean Hospital. She spent most 
of the next two years in the ward for 
teenage girls in a psychiatric hospital 
Kaysen's memoir encompasses horror 
and razor-edged perception while 
providing 
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providing vivid portraits of her fellow 
patients and their keepers. It is a brilliant 
evocation of a "parallel universe" set within 
the kaleidoscopically shifting landscape of 
the late sixties. Girl, Interrupted is a clear-
sighted, unflinching document that gives 
lasting and specific dimension to our 
definitions of sane and insane, mental 
illness and recovery.  from amazon.com 

 

Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, 
horrific, and deeply poignant 
autobiographical account of his survival as a 
teenager in the Nazi death camps. This new 
translation by Marion Wiesel, Elie's wife and 
frequent translator, presents this seminal 
memoir in the language and spirit truest to 
the author's original intent. And in a 
substantive new preface, Elie reflects on 
the enduring importance of Night and his 
lifelong, passionate dedication to ensuring 
that the world never forgets man's capacity 
for inhumanity to man. 
 
Night offers much more than a litany of the 
daily terrors, everyday perversions, and 
rampant sadism at Auschwitz and 
Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses 
many of the philosophical as well as 
personal questions implicit in any serious 
consideration of what the Holocaust was, 
what it meant, and what its legacy is and 
will be. from amazon.com 
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https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-lord-of-the-flies


 

  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maxine Hong Kingston created an entirely new form—
an exhilarating blend of autobiography and mythology, 
of world and self, of hot rage and cool analysis. As a girl, 
Kingston lives in two confounding worlds: the California 
to which her parents have immigrated and the China of 
her mother’s “talk stories.” The fierce and wily women 
warriors of her mother’s tales clash jarringly with the 
harsh reality of female oppression out of which they 
come. Kingston’s sense of self emerges in the 
mystifying gaps in these stories, which she learns to fill 
with stories of her own. A warrior of words, she forges 
fractured myths and memories into an incandescent 
whole, achieving a new understanding of her family’s 

past and her own present. from amazon.com 

 

The Foundling tells the incredible and inspiring true 
story of Paul Fronczak, a man who recently discovered 
via a DNA test that he was not who he thought he   

 

 
 

Summer Choice list for Grade 11 & 12 cont.  

was—and set out to solve two fifty-year-old mysteries at 
once. Along the way he upturned the genealogy industry, 
unearthed his family’s deepest secrets, and broke open 
the second longest cold-case in US history, all in a 
desperate bid to find out who he really is.  from amazon.com 

 

Immensely helpful and illuminating to any aspiring writer, 
this special edition of Stephen King’s critically lauded, 
million-copy bestseller shares the experiences, habits, and 
convictions that have shaped him and his work. 
 
“Long live the King” hailed Entertainment Weekly upon 
publication of Stephen King’s On Writing. Part memoir, 
part master class by one of the bestselling authors of all 
time, this superb volume is a revealing and practical view 
of the writer’s craft, comprising the basic tools of the 
trade every writer must have. King’s advice is grounded in 
his vivid memories from childhood through his 
emergence as a writer, from his struggling early career to 
his widely reported, near-fatal accident in 1999—and how 
the inextricable link between writing and living spurred 
his recovery. Brilliantly structured, friendly and 
inspiring, On Writing will empower and entertain 
everyone who reads it—fans, writers, and anyone who 
loves a great story well told. from amazon.com 

 

 

  

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-
skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet 
steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. 
James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, 
explores his mother's past, as well as his own 
upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful 
debut, The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His 
White Mother. As a young man, McBride saw his 
mother as a source of embarrassment, worry, and 
confusion—and reached thirty before he began to 
discover the truth about her early life and long-buried 
pain. from amazon.com 

---------------- 
Here are links to reviews of each book:  

 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings   
 Girl, Interrupted  
 Night  
 Woman Warrior  
 The Foundling  
 On Writing  
 The Color of Water 
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/248596.Something_Wicked_This_Way_Comes
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/i-know-why-the-caged-bird-sings
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/susanna-kaysen/girl-interrupted/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/night
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/maxine-hong-kingston/the-woman-warrior/
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1712909082_the_foundling
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/stephen-king/on-writing/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/james-mcbride/the-color-of-water/

